2             A LIFE OF FRANCIS PARKMAK
Parkman's great-grandfather, the Kev. Ebenezer Parkman, a graduate of Harvard, 1721, was a man of note. " He is spoken of as a good example of the New England minister of the olden time. He magnified his calling, and was careful not to lower its dignity, wielding almost despotic power with firmness guided by discretion and tempered with kindness. He was largely concerned in making the history of the town, and also in writing it. The records of the church were kept by him on diminutive pages and in a microscopic hand during the whole of his pastorate. He also kept during the same period a private diary written in the same almost undecipherable characters. A portion of this diary is preserved in the library of the American Antiquarian Society
6.  Samuel, b, in Westborough, m. (2d) Sarah Rogers.
7.  Francis, b. in Boston, 1788, m. (2d) Caroline Hall.
8.  Francis, b. in Boston, 1823.
The folio-wing is his descent on the mother's side, through the same number of generations, from John Cotton :
1.  John Cotton, b. in England, 1585, m. (2d) Sarah Hankredge, of
Boston, England, widow of William Story. Came to Boston, 1633.
2.  John Cotton, b. in Boston, Mass., 1639, m. Joanna Bossiter.
3.  Rowland Cotton, b. in Plymouth, 1667, m. Elizabeth  Saltonstall,
widow of Bev. John Denison.
4.  Joanna Cotton, b. in Sandwich, 1719, m. Bev.  John  Brown,   of
Eaverhill, Mass. (H. C. 1714).
5.  Abigail Brown, b. in         , m. Bev. Edward Brooks, of Hertford.
6.   Joanna Cotton Brooks, b. in         , 1772, m.  Nathaniel  Hall, of
Medford.
7.  Caroline Hall, b. in Medford, 1794, m. Bev. Francis Parkman, of
Boston.
8.  Francis Parkman, b. in Boston, 1823.
(From Memoir of Francis Parkman, by Edward Wheelwright, in Publications of the Colonial Society of' Massachusetts, vol. i. pp. 304-305.)